German Cut Hosen,  c. 1500-1555
By Matthaus Platnersohn (Matthew E. Johnston)
This pair of slashed and cut off hosen are based on numerous period illustrations which depict a wide variety in styles of hose; as well as a couple styles from later in the 16th century which I saw aspects of in drawings and woodcuts from earlier in the century.  The layers are of leather, linen, and wool.
The basic shape I used for all layers was adapted from the leather foundation layer as interpreted and drafted by Janet Arnold in her book Patterns of Fashion – The cut and construction of clothes for men and women c1560-1620. Scans of the pattern shapes which I worked from are provided below…
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	Leather foundation of pluderhose of Nils Sture, 1567.

From the scaled 1” grid I estimated Nils to be proportionally similar to myself, but a few inches larger all around, so I drafted a pattern based on this but scaled to my own measurements. This design would have a gap in the front, which I have also seen in many drawings by Bruegel the Elder.
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	Leather foundation from Pluderhose of Erik Sture, 1567.

Similar to the above design, but made to fit someone with substantially more girth around the middle than I have now.  These also have a small extension in the front to close the afore mentioned gap above the codpiece.
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	German hose, 1552-1555. This image came to me in a collection of German and Landsknecht reference material. The foundation appears to be light cream colored leather as described by Janet Arnold.  The shape of the seams visible on the back look similar to those in the leather foundation of pluderhose, but the overall shape of the outside is much more form fitted than pluderhose, more like styles from earlier in the century.
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	Part of a woodcut by Burgkmair, from ‘Weiss Kunig’.

Note the hosen cut to just above the knee in the upper right. The lower edges are ragged as though they were not hemmed. One guy has some sort of flaps extending below the outer layers of hose – my thought is that this is part of the leather foundation.
Also note the variety of slashing.


The following two images are from Taschen’s facsimile of the 1517 edition of 
‘Die Abenteuer des RittersTheuerdank’ (The Adventures of the knight Theuerdank)
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	The guy in front near the left wears hose with seams at the back of the leg which seem to have a shape similar to those in the pluderhose foundation. 
	Again with the hose that are cut off just above the knee on the figure in the lower right of this image.


	The three images on this page are from the illustrated journal of Paul Dolstein, c1500.  I include these images as they clearly give an idea of size and shape of a codpiece and show a variety of lengths to which the hosen were cut off. As for codpieces, I have seen three basic shapes in art from the first quarter of so of the 16th century, but because I’m lacking in time I have only included images of one of these shapes, which Dolstein seems to favor in his drawings. The two other shapes tend to be either a bit flatter and less pronounced, or more bulbous and pointing slightly upwards. Also of note here are the seams on the buttocks of the figure just to the left here, as they appear similar to other examples of that look much like the later pluderhose foundation. The man to his left has the other kind of seams that I haven’t mentioned, though they seem more common in art from 
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the period. I have not included images of those as I am trying to document the type of back seams from pluderhose in styles of hosen from earlier in the century. 
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Two woodcuts from 1535. The one on the right shows a codpiece of similar shape to the ones Paul Dolstein drew about three decades earlier, the one on the left may be the same shape and looks different because of foreshortening, or may be the rounder/more bulbous shape I mentioned. Both appear to be held up by a single point at the top/center, as I chose to do with mine. Two other means of securing the codpiece that I have seen in art from the period are to point it at the top two corners, or to point it at the center but also have a flap that goes up to cover the gap at the front of the hosen (which would be present if the hose were not made with the front extensions as is seen on the foundation of Erik Sture’s pluderhose). 

